In memoriam

Zenonas Macionis (1933-2002)

On June 16, 2002 Docent of Vilnius University Ze-
nonas Macionis suddenly deceased. Less than two
months were lacking to his 69th birthday.

Z. Macionis was born 12 August 1933 in the
village Juostininkai of Anyksciai district. He finis-
hed the Kupiskis secondary school in 1952 as a gold
medallist. After graduating from the Faculty of Che-
mistry of Vilnius University in 1957, he worked for
two years at the leather factory “Elnias” in Siauliai.
In 1959-1962 Z. Macionis was a post-graduate stu-
dent of the Faculty of Chemistry of Belarus Univer-
sity in Minsk, where under the guidance of Prof. B.
Yarofeev he prepared a doctoral thesis “Study of
viscosity, compressibility and fluorescence of poly-
merhomologues of styrene, d-methylstyrene and cyc-
lohexadiene-1,3 received by anionic polymerization,
and their mixtures”. That doctoral thesis defended
in 1964 was the first in Vilnius University in the
field of polymer chemistry. Since 1962 Z. Macionis
had worked at Vilnius University — as senior lectu-
rer in the Department of Chemical Technology at
the beginning and as a docent in the Department of
Polymer Chemistry later — all his active life.

Z. Macionis was a very productive scientist and
teacher. He prepared and delivered to students 10
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different courses on Organic Synthesis, Polymer Che-
mistry, Polymer Physics, Technology of Plastics, Fab-
rication of Plastics, Adhesives, History of Chemist-
ry, etc. His scientific interests were related to che-
mical modification of inden-cumaron resins, anionic
polymerization, free-radical polymerization of catio-
nic monomers. Z. Macionis together with his colle-
agues published about 80 scientific papers and pro-
ceedings. He was also the main scientific supervisor
of contracting projects carried out in the Depart-
ment of Polymer Chemistry. Z. Macionis contribu-
ted a lot to generating and solidifying Lithuanian
chemical terminology, preparing and reviewing Li-
thuanian standards and entries to encyclopedias.
Himself or together with his colleagues he publis-
hed 11 requisite manuals and textbooks.

Since the schoolboy years Z. Macionis had a dis-
position to humanities and even dreamed of study-
ing journalism. That tendency persisted and became
dominant in the eighties. Z. Macionis translated from
the Russian two auxiliary manuals for chemistry te-
achers, published three textbooks on history of che-
mistry “Origin of Chemistry in Lithuania”, “Che-
mistry in Vilnius V.Kapsukas University” and “From
the History of Chemistry” and some articles in pe-
riodicals about outstanding Lithuanian chemists. Two
original monographs of Z. Macionis about famous
Lithuanian chemists “Professor Vincas Cepinskis”
and “Professor Kazys Dauk$as” were published in
the nineties. And a really tremendous work was “Ex-
planatory Dictionary of Chemical Terms” published
in 1997 under the guidance and editorship of Z.
Macionis. Recently he was working hard preparing
the second renewed edition of that dictionary. The
monograph “History of Chemistry and Biochemistry
in Lithuania” was in his near future plans and re-
ached the stage of data accumulation.

Z. Macionis is thankworthy for his care of Facul-
ty of Chemistry and entire Vilnius University. He
established the museum of the Faculty of Chemist-
ry, organized the decoration of the Faculty by stai-
ned glass windows, new Periodic Law tables, nice-
looking billboards. Z. Macionis contributed to the
organization of the 400-year Anniversary of Vilnius
University and was the main organizer of the 200-
year Anniversary of Chemistry Teaching in Vilnius
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University and of the meetings of graduate chemists
of Vilnius University. Z. Macionis founded and su-
pervised the club of senior chemists, which has be-
come very popular lately.

Z. Macionis was very dutiful, self-rigorous and
strict to colleagues and students. He was an intran-
sigent fighter against social vices and evils, pointed-
ly preached them down at the meetings and coun-
cils, wrote critical articles to periodicals. On the other

hand, he was an indefatigable advocate of culture,
strived to implant love to the mother tongue, native
culture, history, literature and theater.

Doc. Z. Macionis was a member of the editorial
board of the journal “Chemija”.

Lithuanian chemists, science historians and colle-
agues will remember for a long time this hardwor-
king, accurate, intelligent and initiative scientist,
teacher and public man.

Doc. R. Makuska

Head of the Department of Polymer Chemistry,
Vilnius University
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2002 m. birzelio 16 d., eidamas 69-uosius metus,
staiga miré ilgametis Vilniaus universiteto Chemijos
fakulteto Polimery chemijos katedros darbuotojas do-
centas Zenonas Macionis.

Z. Macionis gimé 1933 m. rugpjucio 12 d. Anyks-
¢iy rajone, Juostininky kaime, valstieciy Seimoje. Me-
daliu baiggs KupiSkio viduring mokykla, 1952-1957
m. studijavo Vilniaus universiteto Chemijos fakulte-
te. Pagal paskyrima dvejus metus dirbo Siauliy ,,El-
nio“ kombinate, 1959-1962 m. mokési aspirantiiroje
Baltarusijos universiteto Chemijos fakultete (vad.
prof. B. Jarofejevas), 1964 m. apgyné pirmaja Vil-
niaus universitete disertacija i§ polimery chemijos
srities ,,Anijoninés polimerizacijos biidu gauty stire-
no, o-metilstireno ir cikloheksadieno-1,3 polimera-
nalogy ir jy miSiniy klampos, spidumo ir fluores-
cencijos tyrimas“. 1962-1969 m. dirbo Vilniaus uni-
versiteto Chemijos fakulteto Cheminés technologijos
katedroje vyr. déstytoju, nuo 1969 m. — ten pat do-
centu, nuo 1971 m. — docentu Polimery chemijos
katedroje. Kurj laikg vadovavo fakulteto darbuotojy
profsajungos biurui, 1967-1974 m. buvo D. Mende-
lejevo chemiky draugijos Chemijos fakulteto tarybos
pirmininkas.

Doc. Z. Macionis buvo labai produktyvus dar-
buotojas. Jis parengé ir skaité studentams net de-
Simt paskaity kursy: Baltyminiy medziagy technolo-
gija, Pagrindiné organiné sintezé, Specialioji organi-
né sinteze, Stambiamolekuliy junginiy chemija, Poli-
mery fizika, Fizikiniai polimery tyrimo metodai, Plas-
tiky technologija, Plastiky perdirbimas, Adhezyvai,
Chemijos istorija. Doc. Z. Macionis dirbo mokslinj
darba anijoninés polimerizacijos, katijoniniy polime-
ry sintezes, inden-kumaroniniy dervy modifikavimo
srityse, paskelbé apie 80 spausdinty moksliniy dar-
bu. Jis buvo nepakei¢iamas Polimery chemijos ka-
tedroje atlickamy tkiskaitiniy darby mokslinis va-
dovas. Doc. Z. Macionis labai daug nuveiké jtvirtin-
damas ir kurdamas lietuviS$kaja chemin¢ terminija,
ruoSdamas ir recenzuodamas Lietuvos standartus,
straipsnius enciklopedijoms. Jo darby sarase net 11
labai reikalingy mokomuyjy leidiniy.

Vidurinéje mokykloje doc. Z.Macionis kurj laika
galvojo studijuoti Zurnalistikag. Humanitariniai polin-
kiai iSliko ir ypac iSrySkéjo nuo astuntojo deSimtme-
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¢io pabaigos. Doc. Z. Macionis i§ rusy kalbos iSver-
té dvi pagalbines knygas mokytojams, 1984-1991 m.
paskelbé tris Vilniaus universiteto ir Lietuvos che-
mijos istorijai skirtus mokomuosius leidinius ,,Che-
mijos iStakos Lietuvoje”, ,,Chemija Vilniaus V. Kap-
suko Universitete“, ,I§ chemijos mokslo istorijos*,
keleta straipsniy Lietuvos periodinéje spaudoje apie
Lietuvos Zymiuosius chemikus. Jis iSleido monogra-
fijas ,,Profesorius Vincas Cepinskis“ (1992) ir ,,Pro-
fesorius Kazys Dauksas“ (2000). Didziausiu, daugiau-
sia darbo pareikalavusiu leidiniu buvo ,,Chemijos ter-
miny aiSkinamasis Zodynas“ (1997), kurio atsakin-
guoju redaktoriumi buvo doc. Z. Macionis. Pasta-
ruoju metu doc. Z. Macionis labai intensyviai dirbo
ruoSdamas spaudai antraja, papildyta ,,Chemijos ter-
miny aiSkinamojo Zodyno“ laida, organizuodamas
medziagos stambiai monografijai ,,Lietuvos chemijos
ir biochemijos istorija“ rinkima.

Dideli Z.Macionio nuopelnai Chemijos fakultetui
ir visam Universitetui. Jo iniciatyvos, nei$senkamos
energijos ir ripesciy déka Chemijos fakultete sukur-
tas muziejus, fakultete atsirado grazis vitrazai, audito-
rijose — Periodinés cheminiy elementy sistemos lente-
lés, tvarkingos skelbimy lentos, vardiné prof. K. Dauk-
$o auditorija. Jis buvo Chemijos fakulteto ir Polimery
chemijos katedros metraStininku, labai daug pastangy
déjo, organizuodamas Chemijos déstymo Vilniaus uni-
versitete 200 m. jubiliejy, Vilniaus universiteto absol-
venty — chemiky susitikimus. Doc. Z. Macionis jkiiré
chemiky — senjory kluba, kuris jo nuoSirdaus darbo
deka tapo populiariu.

Doc. Z. Macionis buvo labai pareigingas ir reiklus
sau, kolegoms ir studentams. Jis buvo nesutaikomas
kovotojas prie$ visuomenés ydas ir blogybes, astriai
pasisakydavo susirinkimuose ir pasitarimuose, rasé
kritinius straipsnius j periodine spauda. Kita vertus,
jis buvo nenuilstantis kultiiros propaguotojas, sten-
gési skiepyti meile gimtajai kalbai, krasto kultirai,
istorijai, literatiirai, teatrui. Jis buvo labai zingeidus,
pats domeéjosi ir skatino kitus dométis mokslu, nau-
jovemis, sieké, kad informacija pasiekty kuo dau-
giau Zmoniy.

Lietuvos chemikai, mokslo istorikai ir visi, kurie
pazinojo doc. Z. Macionj, ilgai ji prisimins kaip ta-
lentingg ir be galo darbsty, tvarkingg ir iniciatyvy
mokslininka, pedagoga ir visuomenininkg. Jo Sviesi
asmenyb¢ ilgiems laikams bus mums pavyzdziu ir
iSliks gyva kolegy ir draugy atmintyje.

Doc. R. Makuska
Vilniaus universiteto Polimery chemijos
katedros vedéjas



