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Profesoriui Povilui Norkui — 75

2003 m. balandzio 10 d. vienam zymiausiy Lietuvos
chemiky profesoriui habilituotam daktarui Povilui Nor-
kui sukako 75 metai.

Jis gimé Klaipédoje, 1946 m. baigé gimnazija Ma-
zeikiuose ir jstojo | Vilniaus universiteta studijuoti
chemija. 1951 m. baige Chemijos fakulteta ir prade-
jo dirbti Lietuvos moksly akademijos Chemijos ir
cheminés technologijos institute (dabar Chemijos ins-
titutas). Cia jis parengé ir apgyné abi chemijos moks-
ly disertacijas — 1958 m. kandidato (dabar — dakta-
ro), 1973 m. — daktaro (habilituoto daktaro). 1974 m.
P. Norkus perejo | Vilniaus inZinerinj statybos insti-
tutg (nuo 1991 m. Vilniaus Gedimino technikos uni-
versitetas) ir vadovavo Chemijos katedrai; 1975 m.
jam suteiktas profesoriaus vardas. 1996 m. i8€jo i
pensija.

Moksliniai P. Norkaus tyrimai aprépia daugeli
chemijos problemy; jo paskelbtus darbus galima su-
skirstyti | dvi grupes:

a) katalizinés reakcijos tirpaluose,

b) analizin¢ chemija.

Pirmosios grupés darbai skirti katalizinei hipo-
chlorito skilimo tirpaluose, skatinamo metaly hid-
roksidy, kinetikai ir mechanizmui nagrinéti. Siuos
tyrimus P. Norkus atliko mokslinés veiklos pradzioje
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ir apibendrino kandidato disertacijoje. Vienas Siy
tyrimy epizodas davé pradziag dabar dél taikymo
aukStatemperatiiriams superlaidininkams gauti pagar-
s€jusiy trivalencio vario junginiy tyrimams Lietuvo-
je — P. Norkus su A. Prokopciku susintetino nauja
nejprasto oksidacijos laipsnio vario jungini. Pazymeé-
tina, kad P. Norkaus atlikti tyrimai buvo vieni pir-
muyjy darby, pokario Lietuvos chemiky paskelbty uz
Lietuvos riby pasaulyje Zinomuose mokslo Zurnaluose
- 1957 m. du jo straipsniai paskelbti leidinyje ,,Zur-
nal fiziceskoi chimii®.

1960 m. P. Norkus pradejo dirbti analizinés che-
mijos srityje ir per 15 mety sukiiré daug reduktoriy
bei oksidatoriy titrimetrinés analizés metody, kurie
placiai taikomi praktikoje cheminés metalizacijos tir-
paly, galvanotechnikos elektrolity, fotografiniy rys-
kaly, taip pat kity sistemy komponentams nustatyti.
Bidingas ty metody bruozas — sparti ir palyginus
paprasta analizés procediira.

Pagrindinis P. Norkaus indélis i analizinés che-
mijos mokslag — osmio ir rutenio junginiy, jy katali-
ziniy savybiy panaudojimas oksidatoriy ir redukto-
riy analizéje. Jis parodé, kad kintamo oksidacijos
laipsnio metaly junginiai veikia ne tik kaip redokso
reakcijy katalizatoriai, bet ir kaip mediatoriai. Os-
mio ir rutenio paprasty bei kompleksiniy junginiy
reakcijy tyrimas bei taikymas analizéje apibendrinti
1973 m. apgintoje daktaro disertacijoje ,,Nauji re-
dokso metodai analizinéje chemijoje®.

P. Norkus traktuoja analizing chemija pirmiausia
kaip taikomaji moksla, taciau jo darbams biidinga
ne tik praktiné nauda, bet ir aukStas mokslinis lygis,
originalios id€jos ir jy sprendimai, gausiais eksperi-
mentais pagrista argumentacija. Jo darbai gerai Zi-
nomi mokslo pasaulyje. Net 43 jo straipsniai pa-
skelbti Maskvos Zurnale ,Zurnal analitieskoi chi-
mii“, kurio angliSkas vertimas leidZiamas Vakaruose
(»Journal of Analytical Chemistry of the USSR®).
P. Norkus yra vienas daugiausia cituojamy Lietuvos
chemiky.

Nuo 1974 m. P. Norkus pirmiausia dirba peda-
goginj darba, taciau ir toliau atlieka mokslinius ty-
rimus, iki Siol skelbia mokslinius straipsnius.

P. Norkaus moksliné kompetencija, nuoseklumas
ir kruopStumas buvo gerai jvertinti atkiirus Lietuvos
nepriklausomybe — 1991 m. jis iSrinktas Lietuvos
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moksly akademijos nariu ekspertu ir dirbo juo 5
metus, nuo 1993 m. iki $iol yra fiziniy moksly (che-
mija) Nostrifikacijos komisijos pirmininkas, 1990-
2002 m. buvo ,,Chemijos“ zurnalo redakcineés kole-
gijos narys.

Pastaryjy deSimtmeciy P. Norkaus hobi — pasto
zenkly ir voky, skirty Nobelio premijos laureatams,

kolekcionavimas. Jo sukauptas tematines kolekcijas
gerai vertina filatelistai, jomis domisi ir mokslinin-
kai. P. Norkus §ia tema paskelbé net 5 graziai iliust-
ruotus straipsnius Zurnale ,,Mokslas ir technika®.

Sveikiname profesoriy Povila Norkuy 75-ojo gim-
tadienio proga, linkime jam stiprios sveikatos ir sek-
meés visuose darbuose.

Prof. G. Rozovskis,
akad. A. Vaskelis
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Professor Povilas Norkus - 75

On 10 April 2003 Povilas Norkus, one of the most
eminent Lithuanian chemists, celebrated his 75th
birthday.

Born in Klaipéda, in 1946 he graduated from
gymnasium in Mazeikiai (Northern Lithuania) and
began chemistry studies at the Vilnius University.
After graduating from the Faculty of Chemistry in
1951 he was engaged in research work at the Ins-
titute of Chemistry and Chemical Technology of the
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences. Since 1974 he was.
Head of Chair of Chemistry at the Vilnius Building
Engineering Institute (from 1991 the Vilnius Tech-
nical University); in 1976 he became a professor.
Retired in 1996.

The research activities of Povilas Norkus include
various areas of chemical science. His works can be
divided into two groups:

a) catalytic reactions in solutions,

b) analytical chemistry.

Studies of the first group are devoted to inves-
tigation of the kinetics and mechanism of hypochlo-
rite decomposition in solutions catalyzed by metal
hydroxides. This research was carried out in the early
period of P. Norkus’ scientific career and was sum-
marized in his candidate (Ph. D.) dissertation (1958).
An episode of these studies initiated a new research
field in Lithuanian science — Culll) chemistry;
P. Norkus together with A. Prokopchik synthesized
a new compound of trivalent copper; this uncom-
mon oxidation state of Cu was popularized later
with the discovery of high-temperature superconduc-
tors. It is noteworthy that P. Norkus was among the
first Lithuanian chemists who after the 2nd World
Was published papers in the world-known scientific
journals: in 1957 two of his papers appeared in the
Russian journal of physical chemistry “Zhurnal fizi-
cheskoi khimii”.

In 1960 P. Norkus began working in the area of
analytical chemistry and during the next 15 years
developed a lot of titrimetric methods for determi-
nation of reducing and oxidizing agents. These me-
thods were successfully applied for analysis of elec-
troless and electroplating solutions, photographic de-
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velopers, etc.; their advantage is a comparatively sim-
ple analytical procedure; in most cases they are ex-
press methods.

The main scientific achievement of P. Norkus in
analytical chemistry is the use of osmium and ruthe-
nium compounds, their catalytic properties, in the
analysis of reducing and oxidizing agents. He showed
the ability of multivalent metal compounds to act
not only as catalysts in redox reactions but also as
mediators. Investigations of simple and complex os-
mium and ruthenium compounds, their use in ana-
lysis were summarized in his Dr. Sc. dissertation
“New redox methods in analytical chemistry” (1973).

P. Norkus is treating analytical chemistry as an
applied science in the first order, nevertheless, his
works are not only practically beneficial but also
are of high scientific level, contain original ideas
and solutions. His works are well known in the scien-
tific world; 43 of his papers were published in the
Russian journal “Zhurnal analiticheskoi khimii” with
the English translation published in the West as
“Journal of Analytical Chemistry of the USSR”.
P. Norkus is among the most cited Lithuanian che-
mists.

Engaged from 1974 in pedagogical activities most-
ly, P Norkus continues to participate in research
work and publishes scientific papers until now.

The scientific competence, consistency and tho-
roughness of P. Norkus are highly valued by Lithua-
nian scientific community after restoring the coun-
try’s independence. In 1991 he was elected to the
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences as an expert mem-
ber and served there for 5 years, from 1993 until
now he serves as Chairman of the Nostrification
Commission in Physical Sciences (Chemistry), in
1990-2002 he was a member of the “Chemija” Edi-
torial Board.

P. Norkus’ hobby is collecting of postage stamps
and envelopes dedicated to the Nobel Prize win-
ners. His collections are recognized in philatelic circ-
les, they are of interest to scientists also; P. Norkus
published several papers on this topic.

Congratulating Professor Povilas Norkus on his
75th birthday, we wish him further success in all his
activities.

Prof. G. Rozovskis,
Acad. A. Vaskelis



