Pro memoria

Prof. dr. Adolfas Damusis
(1908 06 16-2003 02 27)

Adolfas Damusis gimé Toscicoje (Mogiliovo guber-
nija Baltarusijoje), kur tuo metu dirbo jo tévas. Po
Pirmojo pasaulinio karo Seima sugrizo i Lietuva
(1919 m). Mokési Panevézyje, anuometinéje Dobilo
Lindés vyry gimnazijoje, ypa¢ meégo literatiira, loty-
ny kalba, matematika.

1928 m. jstojo i Kauno Vytauto DidzZiojo univer-
siteto Technikos fakultets.

Dar besimokydamas tapo ateitininky organizaci-
jos nariu. Studentus technikus ateitininkus suorgani-
zavo i ,,Grandies“ korporacija. D¢l §iai organizacijai
nepalankaus rezimo buvo areStuotas. UZ nepaklus-
numg valdziai pirmoji tremtis buvo 1931 m. pavasa-
ri — A. DamusSiui teko kaléti Varniy koncentracijos
stovykloje. Kai Svietimo ministras jam nutrauké uni-
versiteto skirta stipendija, rektorius prof. V. Cepins-
kis paskyre stipendija i§ profesoriy fondo.

1934 m. apgyné diplominj darba apie portland-
cemencio ir sieros riigSties gamyba i$ gipso.

Prof. Pr. Jodelés paskatintas pradeéjo dirbti VDU
Technologijos fakultete laborantu.

1935-1939 m. vasaromis tyrinéjo klinc¢iy klodus
Skirsnemunes, Jiesios, Papilés—Akmenés, Karpény—
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Vegeriy apylinkése, o Ziemomis greziniy medziagas
analizavo universiteto laboratorijose. Lanké cemen-
to jmones Vokietijoje, Cekoslovakijoje, o praktika-
vosi Suomijos ir Latvijos fabrikuose. 1937-1938 m.
specializavosi Berlyno bei Frankfurto universitetuo-
se. Atlikes Siuos tyrimus siiilé cementa gaminti Skirs-
nemunéje ir Akmengéje.

Su Skirsnemunés kreidos ir kity priedy Zaliavo-
mis pakrautas vagonas buvo pasiystas i Vokietijos
,Krupp Gruson Werke® imone. Gamykloje i§ lietu-
visky zaliavy iSdege klinkerj ir pagamino cementa.

1940 03 06 Technikos fakulteto taryboje apgyné
daktaro disertacija ,,Aliuminio ir gelezies deginiy ita-
ka j portlandcemencio susitraukima“ (vadovai Pr. Jo-
del¢, J. Simkus, J. Matulis). A. Damusis buvo pir-
masis silikatininkas — inzinerijos daktaras.

Prasidéjus sovietinei okupacijai buvo Neorganinés
technologijos katedros vedéjas, o véliau ir Technologi-
jos fakulteto dekanas (1942-1944 m.). Désté pagrindini
katedros kursg — neorganing technologija. Studenty at-
zvilgiu buvo labai tolerantiskas ir draugiskas. Jis suvo-
ke miisy vargus ir riipesCius, visada stengesi padéti.

Sovietams okupavus Lietuva, | organizuotg po-
grindj A. Damusis jsitrauké 1940 m. spalio ménesj.
1941 m. sukilime A. Damusis buvo vienas pagrindi-
niy logistinés strategijos vady. Sukilimo iSkeltoje Lai-
kinojoje vyriausybéje Adolfas Damusis ¢jo pramo-
nés ministro pareigas.

Karo metais A. Damusis buvo vienas i§ VLIK-o
organizatoriy. 1944-1945 m. kalintas Vokietijoje. Sg-
jungininky iSlaisvintas vadovavo lietuviy gimnazijai
Vokietijoje.

1947 m. persikelé i JAV. 1948-1957 m. dirbo Scher-
win-Williams bendrovéje Klivlende, 1957-1973 m. —
BASF Wyandotte cheminéje bendrovéje Detroite.
1973-1982 m. — Detroito universiteto profesorius ir
Polimery tyrimo instituto vicedirektorius. Nuo 1983 m.
gyveno Cikagoje.

A. Damusis visa gyvenimg atliko mokslinius tyri-
mus. UZpatentavo daugiau kaip 30 iSradimy i§ poli-
mery chemijos JAV, Kanadoje, Anglijoje ir Pranci-
zijoje. Viena stambiausiy JAV mokslinés literatiiros
leidykly ,,Reinholds“ iSleido prof. dr. A. Damusio
knyga ,Sealvants“ (RiSuoliai). Kolektyviniame vei-
kale , Trentise on Coatings” jis paskelbé 80 puslapiy
studija ,,Urathane Coatings®.
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K. Sasnauskas

Amerikoje buvo aktyvus visuomenininkas. Jis skel-
bé straipsnius Lietuvos nepriklausomybés, jaunimo
aukléjimo ir lietuviy rezistencijos klausimais leidi-
niuose: ,,Ateitis“, ,,Draugas®, , Teévi§keés Ziburiai“, ,,]
laisve“. Cikagoje iSleistos jo knygos , Lictuvos gy-
ventojy aukos ir nuostoliai II-jo Pasaulinio karo ir
pokario 1940-1959 m.”“ ir ,Lithuanian resistence
against Soviets and Nazis®.

Ateitininky federacijoje buvo organizacijos vado-
vas — Tarybos pirmininkas; Lietuviy enciklopedijo-
je — Chemijos technologijos skyriaus redaktorius,
Amerikos lietuviy Romos kataliky federacijoje — cen-
tro pirmininkas, Lietuviy kataliky mokslo akademi-
joje — narys mokslininkas ir t. t.
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Jis buvo jaunimo stovyklos ,,Dainava“, pastatytos
tarp Cikagos, Detroito ir Klivlendo, kiiréjas ir kartu
su zmona Jadvyga nuolatinis jos glob¢jas.

Dr. A. Damusis daug nusipelné ir mokslo sklai-
dos srityje. Stasio Salkauskio premijos laureatas
(1981 m.). Jo veikla aukstai ivertino Sventasis Tévas
Jonas Paulius II — 1984 m. apdovanotas Sv. Silvest-
ro ordinu. Vytauto Didziojo universiteto Garbés dak-
taras (1997 m.). Lietuvos valstyb¢ 1994 m. rugséjo
men. 27 d. prof. dr. Adolfag Damusj apdovanojo Vy-
¢io Kryziaus III laipsnio ordinu.

1997 m. birzelio 12 d. grizo i Lietuva. A. Damu-
Sis buvo principingas, nuosaikus ir dZentelmeniskas,
kupinas Sviesiy riipesCiy, minciy ir idéjy.

KTU prof. K. Sasnauskas



Pro memoria

Prof. Dr. Adolfas Damusis
(16 06 1908 — 27 02 2003)

Professor Adolfas Damusis was born in Toschitsa, Mo-
gylev province (Belarus), where his father worked at
that time. After World War I the family returned to Li-
thuania (1919). A. Damusis studied in Panevézys at
Dobilas Lindé men’s gymnasium. He was especially
fond of the Latin language, mathematics and literature.

In 1928 he entered the Technical Faculty of Kau-
nas Vytautas Magnus University.

As a student, he became a member of Ateitininkai
organization and organized the corporation “Gran-
dis”. Its members were students of the Technical Fa-
culty. As the political regime of that time did not
favour this organization, A. DamusSis was arrested. The
first deportation followed in 1931 as a consequence of
disobedience to the authorities. In spring Damusis was
imprisoned in the Varniai concentration camp. When
the Minister of Education deprived him of the Uni-
versity scholarship, Rector Prof. V. Cepinskis allotted
him the scholarship from the professors’ fund.

In 1934 he defended a diploma paper on the pro-
duction of Portland cement and sulphuric acid from
plaster.

Upon the encouragement of Prof. Pr. Jodel¢ he
started working as a laboratory assistant at the Facul-
ty of Technology of Vytautas Magnus University.

In the summers of 1935-1939 he studied the depo-
sits of limestone in the countryside districts of Skirsne-
mung, Jiesia, Papilée-Akmené, Karpénai—Vegeriai, and
in winters analyzed materials from the boreholes. He
visited cement factories in Germany and Czechoslo-
vakia and had his practice course in the factories of
Finland and Latvia. 1937 through 1938 he had special
courses at the universities of Frankfurt and Berlin,
which resulted in his idea to manufacture cement in
Skirsnemuné and Akmené.

A wagon loaded with chalk and other raw mate-
rials was sent to the German company “Krupp Gru-
son Werke”. It was there that clinker was baked and
cement was produced from Lithuanian raw materials.

In 1940 A. Damusis defended his doctoral disser-
tation “The effect of aluminium and iron bakes on
the shrinkage of Portland cement”. His supervisors
were Pr. Jodelé, J. Simkus and J. Matulis. A. Damusis
was the first Doctor in silicate engineering.

During the first years of the Soviet occupation
A. Damusis worked as head of the Department of
Inorganic Technology, later on — in the capacity of the
Dean of the Faculty of Technology (1942-1944). He
delivered the main course of the department — inor-
ganic technology. Professor was very tolerant and
friendly with the students. He was very considerate
and always ready to help.

When Lithuania was occupied by the Soviets,
A. Damusis joined the organized secret underground
movement in October 1940. In the uprising of 1941
he was one of the principal leaders of logistic strategy.
In the Provisional Government formed by the upri-
sing A. Damusis was Minister of Industry.

During the war A. Damusis was one of the orga-
nizers of VLIK (Chief Committee for the Liberation
of Lithuania). In 1944 through 1945 he was impriso-
ned in Germany. After liberation by the allies he he-
aded the Lithuanian gymnasium in Germany.

In 1947 he moved to the USA. In 1948-1957 he
was working for the Sherwin—Williams company (Cle-
veland) and in 1957-1973 for the BASF Wyandotte
chemistry company in Detroit. From 1973 to 1982 he
was professor of Detroit University and Vice-director
of the Polymer Research Institute. From 1983 he li-
ved in Chicago.

All his life A. Damusis was engaged in research. He
patented over 30 inventions in the field of polymer che-
mistry in the USA, Canada, England and France. One
of the major USA publishers of scientific literature,
Reinholds, published his book “Sealants” (Risuoliai).
In the collaborative work “Treatise on Coatings” he
published his 80-page study “Urathane Coatings”.

In America he was a political activist. He publish-
ed articles on the issues of Lithuanian independence,
resistance movement and youth education in the new-
spapers and magazines “Ateitis”, “Draugas”, “Téviskes
ziburiai”, “I laisve”. In Chicago his books “Lithua-
nian victims and losses in World War II and in the
post-war years 1940-1959” and in “Lithuanian resis-
tance against Soviets and Nazis”, were published.

In the Ateitininkai Federation he was the leader,
President of the Council. In the Lithuanian Encyclo-
paedia he was the editor of the chapter on chemical
technology, in the American Lithuanians Rome Ca-
tholic Federation he was Chairman of the Centre; in
the Lithuanian Catholic Academy of Science he was
a member scientist, etc.

In addition, he was the founder of the youth camp
“Dainava” built in the vicinity of Chicago, Detroit
and Cleveland and together with his wife Jadvyga was
its permanent guardian.

Dr. A. Damusis was also distinguished in the pro-
pagation of science. He was the Stasys Salkauskis Pri-
ze laureate (1981). His activity was acknowledged by
the Holy Father John Paul II; in 1984 he was awarded
Order of St. Silvester. He was Doctor of Honour of
Vytautas Magnus University (1997).

Prof. A. Damusis was awarded the 3 rank Vytis
Cross order on September 27, 1994.

On June 12, 1997 he returned to Lithuania. A. Da-
musis was the man of principle, a real gentleman, mo-
derate and always full of innovative ideas.

K. Sasnauskas
Professor of Kaunas University of Technology
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