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Profesorius Juozas Degutis
(1925 11 01-2003 06 03)

Eidamas septyniasdeSimt aStuntuosius metus mire il-
gametis Kauno technologijos universiteto Cheminés
technologijos fakulteto darbuotojas, buves Organi-
nés chemijos katedros vedéjas, habilituotas daktaras
profesorius Juozas Degutis. Lietuvos chemiky vi-
suomené neteko izymaus mokslininko, gabaus peda-
gogo, principingo, jautraus ir nuoSirdaus bendra-
darbio.

J. Degutis gimé 1925 m. lapkric¢io 1 d. Girgzdy
kaime, tkininko Seimoje. 1944 m. su pagyrimu bai-
g¢ KaiSiadoriy gimnazija, istojo i Kauno Vytauto Di-
dziojo universitetg ir studijavo organiniy medZiagy
technologija. Dar biidamas treciame kurse pradéjo
dirbti Organinés chemijos katedroje vyresn. laboran-
tu. 1950 m. J. Degutis universiteta baigé su pagyri-
mu, igijo inZinieriaus technologo kvalifikacija ir bu-
vo paskirtas dirbti Organinés chemijos katedros asis-
tentu, véliau tapo destytoju. 1953 m. rudenj istojo i
aspirantiira pas akad. A. Puréna. 1956 m., baiges
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aspirantiira, peréjo dirbti i Vilniaus universiteta Or-
ganinés chemijos katedros asistentu. 1958 m. Vil-
niaus universitete J. Degutis apgyné kandidato di-
sertacija ,,Aromatiniy chloretilaminy eilés citostati-
nés medziagos®, kurj laika dirbo Vilniaus universi-
tete docentu. Susikiirus Lietuvos onkologijos institu-
tui, 1957-1960 m. buvo $io instituto Organinés sin-
tezés laboratorijos vedéjas, vadovavo grupei chemi-
ky, sintetinusiy prie$vézinius preparatus, kurie buvo
iSbandomi Vilniaus onkologijos institute. 1961 m.
akad. A. Puréno kvietimu grizo | tuometini Kauno
politechnikos instituta ir tgs¢ moksling veiklg pries-
veéziniy preparaty sintezes srityje, palaikydamas glau-
dzius mokslinius rySius su Lietuvos MA Biochemi-
jos instituto ir Onkologijos instituto mokslininkais.
Pagrindinis Sio ilgamecio darbo tikslas buvo sukurti
aktyvius ir mazai toksiSkus prieSveZinius preparatus.
Siais tyrimais buvo nustatyti daugelio cheminiy re-
akcijy désningumai, surasti nauji aril-2-halogenalki-
laminy sintezeés biidai, sukurti jy jonizacijos greicio
skai¢iavimo metodai. Kai kurie nauji perspektyviis
prieSvéziniai preparatai, tarp ju — aromatinés eilés
chloretilaminy N-oksidai bei kiti panaSios struktiiros
dariniai, buvo pasiilyti klinikiniams bandymams.
1972 m. J. Degutis apgyné¢ moksly daktaro disertaci-
ja ,Aril-2-halogenalkilaminy eilés alkilinanciy jungi-
niy tyrimas“, 1973 m. jam suteiktas mokslinis pro-
fesoriaus vardas. Vélesniais metais, dirbdamas Kauno
politechnikos institute, naujai sintetinamas organi-
nes medziagas pradéjo taikyti tobulinant informaci-
jos registravimo procesus. Bendradarbiaujant su Vil-
niaus elektrografijos institutu, buvo sukurti Sviesai
jautriy sluoksniy gamybai reikalingi monomerai bei
efektyvils sensibilizatoriai, pasiiilytas naujas 2,4,7-tri-
nitrofluorenono sintezés biidas, tinkamas pramoni-
niam diegimui. Kuriant medziagas daugiasluoksnei
elektrografijai buvo sékmingai dirbama sintetinant
indzio, titano, aliuminio ir kity metaly atomy turin-
¢ius ftalocianinus. Kartu, uzmezgus rysius su TSRS
MA Elektrochemijos institutu, buvo pradéti darbai
fotochrominiy ir elektrochrominiy medziagy sinte-
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zés srityje. Tuo tikslu buvo iStirtos indoly alkilinimo
bifunkciniais junginiais reakcijos, jy kondensacija su
aromatiniais aldehidais, susintetinti nauji metininiai
dazai. Placiai bendradarbiauta su Lietuvos pramo-
nés jmonémis, ieSkant technologijy tobulinimo gali-
mybiy. Tekstilés pramonés imoniy uzsakymu buvo
kuriami ir tiriami nauji organiniai metaly korozijos
inhibitoriai, tarp jy — ftalimido dariniai. Kaip vilnos
dazymo riigstiniais dazais intensifikatoriy J. Degutis
pasitle naudoti makrociklinius eterius, kuriems gau-
ti sukiiré naujg sintezés metoda.

J. Degutis buvo daugelio Kauno politechnikos ins-
tituto bei Lietuvos MA Biochemijos instituto jauny-
ju mokslininky disertacijy vadovas, padéjo rengti di-
sertacijas Onkologijos instituto darbuotojams. Sava-
rankiSkam darbui iSugdé apie 20 mokslo daktary.

1965-1980 m. J. Degutis buvo Organinés chemi-
jos katedros vedéjas. Jam vadovaujant, Sioje kated-
roje vykdyti intensyviis darbai organinés sintezés sri-
tyje, gauty junginiy struktiirai tirti jsteigta Magneti-
nio branduoliy rezonanso laboratorija. Jam aktyviai
dalyvaujant, katedroje buvo sukurta naftos ir orga-
ninés sintezés technologijos studijy programa, turé-
jusi didele reikSme ruoSiant nacionalinius inZineri-

nius kadrus jmonei ,,Mazeikiy nafta“. J. Degutis stu-
dentams skaité organinés chemijos kursa bei vedé
laboratorinius darbus. Sioje srityje pasizyméjo kaip
puikus pedagogas, kartu su bendraautoriais parenge
keleta mokymo priemoniy. Uz organinés chemijos
vadovelio parasyma ir iSleidima jam su bendraauto-
riais 1975 m. paskirta Valstybiné premija.

Prof. J. Degutis rengé ir redagavo straipsnius
enciklopedijai, tvarké chemijos terminija, buvo spe-
cializuotos disertacijy gynimo tarybos pirmininkas,
1991 m. iSrinktas Lietuvos moksly akademijos nariu
ekspertu. Uz reikSmingg indélj plétojant moksla prof.
J. Deguciui 1975 m. suteiktas nusipelniusio mokslo
ir technikos veikéjo vardas. Prof. J. Degutis paskel-
bé apie 220 moksliniy publikacijy, yra 57 iSradimy
autorius ir bendraautoris. Jis pasizyméjo placia eru-
dicija, mokéjo angly, pranciizy, vokieciy, rusy kal-
bas, jo darbai buvo gerai zinomi pasaulio chemiky
visuomengje.

Profesorius iki klastingos ligos, nutraukusios jo
s¢kmingg ir produktyvig veikla, turéjo puikig atmin-
ti, buvo doras, teisingas, jautrus ir nuo8irdus Zmo-
gus. Toks jis iSliks ir savo mokiniy, bendradarbiy ir
ji paZinojusiy Zmoniy atmintyje.

Doc. V. Barkauskas,
prof. A. Sackus
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V. Barkauskas, A. Sackus

Professor Juozas Degutis
(01 11 1925 — 03 06 2003)

The Faculty of Chemical Technology of the Kaunas
University of Technology sustained a loss of its long-
lived member Dr. Habil. Juozas Degutis, Professor
of Chemistry, the former Head of the Organic Che-
mistry Department, just half-year to his seventy
eighth birthday. It became a loss to all Lithuanian
chemical community, missing an outstanding scien-
tist, talented and respective educator, high-princip-
led, responsive and sincere colleague.

Juozas Degutis was born on the 1st of Novem-
ber, 1925 in the village Girgzdai to a farmer’s fami-
ly. In 1944 he graduated cum laude from gymna-
sium in KaiSiadorys and entered Vytautas Magnus
University, where he studied organic materials tech-
nology. Still at the third course, he began his work
at the Department of Organic Chemistry as a senior
laboratory assistant. In 1950 he graduated magna
cum laude and got the qualification of engineer-
technologist; appointed assistant at the Department
of Organic Chemistry, later he became a lecturer.
In autumn 1953 he entered a graduate school under
the supervision of Academician A. Purénas, which
he finished in 1956. In the same year he moved to
Vilnius University as an assistant at the Department
of Organic Chemistry. There in 1958 he successful-
ly defended his dissertation “Cytostatic materials in
aromatic chloroethylamines series” and was confer-
red the degree of candidate of science in chemistry.
Afterwards he worked for several years as associate
professor at Vilnius University. Thereby, after the
foundation of Lithuanian Institute of Oncology, he
took the lead of the Laboratory of Organic Synthe-
sis there and worked with a group of chemists who
led the investigation and synthesis of antitumor drugs
which were being tested at the Institute of Oncolo-
gy. In 1961, upon the invitation of Acad. A. Pure-
nas, he returned to the then Kaunas Polytechnical
Institute, where he continued the research in the
field of antitumor agents synthesis, maintaining clo-
se scientific relations with Vilnius scientists from
both the Institute of Biochemistry of the Academy
of Sciences and Institute of Oncology. The goal of
this work that lasted many years was to develop
low-toxic active antitumor agents and to highlight
the structure-activity relationship. In the course of
this research a number of investigations in many
reactions were made, some new methods for the
synthesis of aryl-2-halogenalkylamines were elabora-
ted, methods for the calculation of their ionization
velocity established. Some antitumor preparations,
such as N-oxides of aromatic chloroethylamines and
other compounds of similar structure, were found
to be promising enough and were subjected to cli-
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nical testing. In 1972 J. Degutis defended his doc-
toral dissertation “Investigation of alkylating com-
pounds in aryl-2-halogenalkylamines series” and in
1973 was conferred the scientific title of professor.
During his further scientific career at Kaunas Poly-
technical Institute he began synthesis of new synthe-
tic organic materials, which were applied in the de-
velopment of information registration processes. On
the basis of collaboration with Vilnius Institute of
Electrography, a number of monomers applicable in
the synthesis of light-sensitive layers were synthe-
sized together with effective sensitizers, and a new
method for the synthesis of 2,4,7-trinitrofluorenone
was proposed, suitable for large-scale production.
The generation of materials for multilayer electro-
graphy led to a successful synthesis of phthalocyani-
nes, with incorporated indium, titanium, aluminium
and other metals. At the same time contacts with
the Institute of Electrochemistry of the Academy of
Sciences of the USSR resulted in the initiation of
works in a new field — synthesis of photochromic
and electrochromic materials. This goal led to in-
vestigation of alkylation of indoles with bifunctional
agents, their condensation with aromatic aldehydes,
and synthesis of new methine dyes. Thus new tech-
nologies were developed on the basis of collabora-
tion with Lithuanian industrial enterprises. Some new
organic inhibitors of metal corrosion, derivatives of
phthalimides among them, were generated and in-
vestigated at a number of textile enterprises. As a
suitable intensifier of the process of wool dyeing
with acidic dyes J. Degutis proposed macrocyclic
ethers, together with a new method for their syn-
thesis.

J. Degutis was the supervisor of the disserta-
tions of many young scientists at the Kaunas Poly-
technical Institute and Institute of Biochemistry of
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, he rendered as-
sistance to his co-workers from the Institute of On-
cology in preparing their dissertations. He trained
up to self-dependent work some twenty doctors of
science.

In the period of 1965-1980 J. Degutis served as
Head of the Department of Organic Chemistry. Un-
der his guidance intensive works in the field of or-
ganic synthesis were being carried out at the De-
partment, the nuclear magnetic resonance laborato-
ry was established, enabling to determine the struc-
ture of the newly synthesized compounds. He acti-
vely participated in the creation of a new program
of petroleum and organic synthesis technology at
the Department. This work was of great importance
while preparing national engineers for Mazeikiai Re-
finery. J. Degutis gave lectures in organic chemistry
for students and guided their laboratory works. He
appeared to be a talented educator; together with
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co-authors he prepared a number of educational
books. In 1975 the preparation and publication of a
textbook in organic chemistry brought him and his
co-authors the State Award.

Prof. J. Degutis prepared and edited articles for
the encyclopaedia, adjusted and developed the ter-
minology in chemistry, he served as chairman of a
specialized board for the defence of dissertations,
in 1991 he was elected an expert member of the
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences. Because of his sig-
nificant contribution to the development of science,
in 1975 he was awarded the title of Honoured Fel-

low of Science and Technology. Prof. J. Degutis pub-
lished 220 scientific works, he was author and co-
inventor of 57 inventions. He was recognized for
especially wide erudition, — he spoke English,
French, German, Russian, his works were well
known among the chemists all over the world.

Professor J. Degutis till his fatal illness, which
interrupted his successful and prolific career, had a
remarkable memory, was known as moral, truthful,
and understanding person. This will remain in the
memory of his followers, co-workers and people who
ever knew him.

Assoc. Prof. V. Barkauskas
Prof. A. Sackus
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