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Profesoriui Adolfui Paulauskui — 80

2003 m. spalio 16 d. Lietuvos tekstilés chemiky pat-
riarchui, ilgamec¢iam Kauno technologijos universi-
teto Organinés technologijos katedros vedéjui prof.
Adolfui Paulauskui sukako 80 mety.

Adolfas Paulauskas gimé 1923 m. Svéksnoje. Mo-
kési Svéksnos ,,Saulés“ gimnazijoje, kuria baiges pra-
dejo studijuoti Vytauto DidZiojo universitete. Deja,
vokieciams uzdarius universiteta, studijas netrukus
teko nutraukti. Jis grizo i téviSke ir pradéjo dirbti
lentpjivéje. Véliau dirbo pedagogini darbg Svéks-
nos gimnazijoje. Anksti suprates uZsienio kalby
svarba privaciai mokési vokieciy, prancizy, angly ir
rusy kalby. Laisvalaiki skyré chemijos ir fizikos stu-
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dijoms. Zingeidus jaunuolis, savarankiskai bestudi-
juodamas Siuos mokslus, susizaveéjo iZymaus Lietu-
vos fiziko bei chemiko Teodoro Grotthusso darbais.
Teodoras Grotthussas dar XIX a. pradzioje sukiire
Sviesos sgveikos su medziaga bei spalvy atsiradimo
teorijg ir tapo fotochemijos mokslo pradininku. Su-
sizavéjimas Teodoro Grotthusso darbais, galima teigti,
nuléme tolesn¢ A. Paulausko karjera: 1945 m. jis
vel atéjo | Vytauto Didziojo universitetg. Nepaisant
intensyviy studijy ir nemaza laiko reikalavusiy labo-
ranto pareigy, biisimojo profesoriaus neapleido min-
tys apie Teodoro Grotthusso ir jo pasekéjy idéjas.
Sios mintys atvedé ji i mokslo laboratorija. Kai Vil-
niuje vyko pirmoji Lietuvos auks$tyjy mokykly
studenty moksliné konferencija, studentas A. Pau-
lauskas skaité¢ praneSimg apie pirmuosius savo tyri-
my rezultatus. PraneSimui paskirta antroji vieta, o
prane$¢jas apdovanotas pinigine premija. Jaunojo
mokslininko praneSimu susidoméjo konferencijai pir-
mininkaves tuometinis Lietuvos moksly akademijos
prezidentas Juozas Matulis. Diskusijose dalyvaves
akademikas paskatino A. Paulauska baigus universi-
teta testi mokslinj darba. 1949 m. rudenj jam buvo
pasitlyta stoti | Moksly akademijos aspirantiirg. Va-
dovu sutiko biiti akademikas Juozas Matulis, nes pats
jaunystéje buvo ,sirges fotochemijos liga“.

Deja, gyvenimo aplinkybés atitolino A. Paulaus-
ko mokslinés karjeros pradzig. Jaunasis specialistas
grizo | Kaung ir pradéjo dirbti inZinieriumi-chemiku
,Litekso“ fabrike, kuriame vyriausiojo inZinieriaus
J. BazeviCiaus paskatintas jkiiré fabriko chemine la-
boratorija. Neatsitraukdamas nuo darbo gamyboje,
netrukus pradéjo dirbti pedagoginj darba tuometi-
nio Kauno politechnikos instituto Chemineés techno-
logijos fakultete. Vél ryZosi moksliniam darbui, tapo
prof. A. Puréno aspirantu neakivaizdininku ir pra-
deéjo pluostiniy medziagy fotocheminés destrukcijos
ir stabilizacijos tyrimus. Dabar, mintimis grizdamas
I nelengvus jaunystés laikus, prof. A. Paulauskas su
deékingumu prisimena moksliniam darbui ji paskati-
nusius prof. J. Matuli, prof. A. Puréna bei tuome-
tinj ,,Litekso“ fabriko vyriausiaji inZinieriy J. Baze-
viciy, kuris sudaré galimybes derinti mokslini bei pe-
dagoginj darba su inZinieriaus pareigomis gamyboje.

1958 m. Mokslo ir technikos komiteto pirminin-
ko prof. A. Zukausko pakviestas A. Paulauskas pra-
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déjo dirbti o komiteto vyriausiuoju specialistu. Sioje
institucijoje dirbantys specialistai turéjo tais laikais,
galima sakyti, i§skirting galimybe naudotis Vakaruo-
se leidziamais mokslo ir technikos Zurnalais bei kitais
leidiniais. A. Paulauskas, pasinaudodamas $ia gali-
mybe ir nepamir§damas savo pagrindiniy moksliniy
interesy pluosty fotochemines destrukcijos srityje, per
trumpg laika parasé keletg ivairios apimties knygy,
skirty pluostiniy medziagy savybéms ir ju gamybos
bei perdirbimo technologijoms.

1961 m. A. Paulauskas, tuometinio Kauno poli-
technikos instituto prorektoriaus M. Martynaicio pa-
skatintas, peréjo dirbti Sio instituto Organinés che-
mijos ir technologijos katedroje. 1962 m. apgyné che-
mijos moksly daktaro disertacija, o po astuoneriy
mety — habilitacinj darba technologijos moksly sri-
tyje. Abi disertacijos buvo skirtos nataraliy, dirb-
tiniy ir sintetiniy pluosty fotocheminei destrukcijai
bei stabilizacijai. 1972 m. A. Paulauskas buvo is-
rinktas Organinés technologijos katedros vedéju,
1973 m. jam suteiktas profesoriaus vardas. Katedros
vedeéju profesorius dirbo beveik 20 mety. UZ darbus
pluostiniy medziagy fotocheminés destrukcijos srity-
je 1972 m. jam paskirta nacionaliné mokslo premi-
ja. 1991 m. prof. A. Paulauskas iSrinktas Lietuvos
moksly akademijos nariu ekspertu.

Prof. A. Paulauskas buvo kvieCiamas dirbti ir to-
bulintis uzsienio mokslo institucijose: ParyZiaus ir
Liono mokslo tyrimo institutuose (1976 m.), Drez-
deno technikos universitete ir Berlyno Humboldty
universitete (1982 m.), Budapesto technikos univer-
sitete (1988 m.). Su uzsienio Saliy mokslininkais at-
likty tyrimy rezultatai paskelbti $iy Saliy mokslo Zur-
naluose. Spresdamas polimery fotocheminés destruk-
cijos problemas profesorius taip pat bendradarbiavo
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su Rusijos, Australijos, Japonijos, Meksikos, Indijos
ir kity Saliy mokslininkais.

Prof. A. Paulauskas su bendradarbiais yra pa-
skelbes apie 260 moksliniy straipsniy. Beveik Simtas
darby paskelbta uzsienyje. DvidesSimt dvi iSradimais
pripazintos technologijos idiegtos gamyboje. Dirbda-
mas katedros vedéju, profesorius buvo jvairiy moks-
liniy taryby narys, pirmininko pavaduotojas, pirmi-
ninkas, respublikinés mokslinés tarybos, chemijos ir
cheminés technologijos sekcijos pirmininkas.

Simtai buvusiy jubiliato studenty, pasklidusiy po
Lietuvos tekstilés pramones jmones, aukstasias mo-
kyklas ir mokslo institucijas, Siandien su meile pri-
simena savo profesoriy. Kiekvienam i§ jy profe-
sorius kadaise yra pasakes ne vieng gera zodj, pa-
skatines siekti ziniy, Zaveéjes juos savo erudicija,
unikaliu oratoriaus talentu. Mes, buve profesoriaus
bendradarbiai, visuomet Zavéjomeés jo organizaci-
niais sugebé¢jimais. Sudétingiausias problemas pro-
fesorius sugebédavo iSspresti ramiai ir demokratis-
kai, rodos, né minutei nepamirS8damas amzinyjy
zmogiSkyjy vertybiy.

Zurnalo ,,Chemija“ redakciné kolegija, grazus jo
mokiniy birys ir kolegos Sirdingai sveikina prof.
Adolfa Paulauska jubiliejaus proga, linki geriausios
kloties ir sekmeés darbuose.

Dr. V. Grazulevi¢iené
Lietuvos Zemes iikio universiteto
Chemijos katedros docenté

Prof. J. V. Grazulevi¢ius
Kauno technologijos universiteto
Organinés technologijos katedros vedéjas
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The 80-year Jubillee of
Professor A. Paulauskas

On October 16, 2003 Professor Adolfas Paulauskas,
the patriarch of the Lithuanian textile chemists,
former longevous head of Department of Organic
Technology, Kaunas University of Technology, has
hold his 80th jubilee.

Adolfas Paulauskas was born in 1923 in Svéks-
na. After graduation from the Saulé Gymnasium of
Svéksna he entered Vytautas Magnus University. Un-
fortunately, the university was closed soon by the
German invaders and the future professor had to
return back to Svékina where he found a job in a
sawmill. Later he started working as a teacher in
the gymnasium of Svék$na. He early understood the
importance of the foreign languages and privately
attended classes of the German, French, English and
Russian languages. His free time was used for the
studies of chemistry and physics. Studying these sub-
jects the curious young man came across the ideas
and works of the famous Lithuanian chemist and
physicist Theodor Grotthuss. Early in the 19 centu-
ry, Theodor Grotthuss had developed the theory of
the interaction of light with matter and the theory
of the origin of colours. He became the pathfinder
of photochemistry. The interest in the works of The-
odor Grotthuss apparently fated the further carrier
of Adolfas Paulaskas and in 1945 brought him back
to the Vytautas Magnus University. Despite hard
studies and the time-consuming technician’s job, a
future professor did not forget the ideas of Theo-
dor Grotthuss. These ideas brought him to a re-
search laboratory. When the first scientific confe-
rence of the students of the Lihuanian universities
took place in Vilnius, the student Adolfas Paulaus-
kas reported on his first results in photochemical
investigations. For this report he obtained the se-
cond prize and a cash award. The then president of
the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences Professor Juo-
zas Matulis who chaired the conference took up
the report of Adolfas Paulauskas and encouraged
him to proceed with his research work. In 1949 he
became a PhD student of Prof. Juozas Matulis who
himself when young admired photochemistry.

Unfortunately, the life circumstances estranged
the beginning of the scientific carrier of Adolfas
Paulauskas. He went back to Kaunas and started
working at the textile factory “Liteksas” as a chemi-
cal engineer. Encouraged by the chief engineer J. Ba-
zevicius, he established a chemical laboratory of the
factory. Being on-the-job in industry, Adolfas Pau-
lauskas soon started teaching at the Faculty of
Chemical Technology, Kaunas Polytechnical Institu-
te. He became a corresponding PhD student of Prof.
A. Purénas and started to investigate the photoche-

mical degradation and stabilization of fibrous ma-
terials. Now recalling those young days Professor
with gratitude remembers Prof. J. Matulis and Prof.
A. Purénas who encouraged him to do research and
J. BazeviCius, the chief engineer of the factory “Li-
teksas”, who allowed him to combine the teaching
and research activities with work in industry.

In 1958 the head of the Committee of Science
and Technology of Lithuania Prof. A. Zukauskas in-
vited Adolfas Paulauskas to work in the Committee
where he got the position of the chief specialist.
The staff of this institution had at that time a uni-
que opportunity to read scientific and technical jour-
nals and books published in the West. Taking this
opportunity, Adlofas Paulauskas wrote several books
on the properties of fibrous materials and on the
technologies of their production and processing. He
certainly did not forget his main scientific interest,
i.e. photochemical degradation of fibers.

In 1961 the then rector of Kaunas Polytechnical
Institute M. Martynaitis invited Adolfas Paulauskas
to take a full lecturer position at the Department
of Organic Technology. In 1962 he defended the
doctoral thesis and after eight years a habilitation
work. The subjects of both doctoral and habilitation
works were photochemical degradation and stabili-
zation of artificial and synthetic fibers. In 1972 Adol-
fas Paulauskas was appointed Head of Department
of Organic Technology, and one year later he ob-
tained professorship at the same Department. He
headed the Department for almost 20 years.

For his work in the field of photochemical de-
gradation of fibrous materials in 1972 Prof. Adolfas
Paulauskas was awarded a national scientific prize.
In 1991 he was elected an expert member of the
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences.

Prof. Adolfas Paulauskas was invited to work at
foreign research and teaching institutions such as
research institutes of Paris and Lyon (in 1976), Dres-
den Technical University and Humboldt University
in Berlin (in 1982), Budapest Technical University
(in 1988). The results of the joint research work
were published in the scientific journals of these
countries. Solving the problems of photochemical de-
gradation of polymers, Prof. Adolfas Paulauskas also
collaborated with scientists from Australia, India, Ja-
pan, Mexico, Russia.

The list of publications of Prof. Adolfas Pau-
lauskas contains ca. 260 items. Almost 100 of his
scientific papers were published in foreign journals;
22 patented new technlogies were commercialized.
Prof. Adolfas Paulauskas was a member, vice-chair-
man and chairman of different scientific boards. For
example, he was Chairman of the Section of Che-
mistry and Chemical Technology of the National
Scientific Board.
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Hundreds of former students of Prof. Adol-
fas Paulauskas, working in the Lithuanian textile
industry and at academic institutions remember
with love their professor. He did manage to find
a kind word for everybody, to encourage young
people in their strivings. His students always ad-
mired his erudition, the unique talent of public
speaking. We and many other former students of
Prof. Adolfas Paulauskas were impressed by his
organizing ability. He was able to solve the most
difficult problems quietly and democratically, with-
out forgetting even for a minute the everlasting
human values.
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Editorial Board of the journal “Chemija”, dis-
ciples and colleagues cordially congratulate Profes-
sor Adolfas Paulauskas on the occasion of his jubi-
lee, wishing him good health and the best of luck
in all his deeds.

Dr. V. GraZuleviciené
Associate Professor of the Chemistry Department,
Lithuanian University of Agriculture

Prof. J. V. Grazulevicius
Head of Department of Organic Technology,
Kaunas University of Technology



