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Chronicle o Kronika

In Memoriam of Professor Balys STULPINAS (01 05 1916 - 22 01 1999)

This year would have been the ninety-first anniversary of Balys
Stulpinas, professor of Kaunas Politechnical Institute (KPI) and
Kaunas University of Technology, habilitated doctor of tech-
nical sciences. In 1942 he graduated from Kaunas University
and for some time worked as a teacher at Plungé gymna-
sium. In 1945-1992 he worked at Kaunas University, Kaunas
Polytechnical Institute and Kaunas University of Technology in
different positions: in 1945-1949 he was a senior lecturer at the
Department of Physical Chemistry of Kaunas University, in 1950
he became associate professor,in 1951-1963 he was Head of the
Department of Inorganic Chemistry of Kaunas Polytechnical
Institute, in 1964-1982 he was Head of the Department of
General Chemistry, and in 1982-1992 he became professor at
the same department.

B. Stulpinas was the first scientist, who used a small addition
of selenium compounds in electrolytes for the electrolytic deposi-
tion of manganese coatings from aqueous solutions. The obtained
manganese coatings of a high current efficiency and good quality
expanded markedly the range of anodic coatings used for protec-
tion of metals against corrosion. Corrosion tests revealed that the
operation time of the steel thrusts coated with Mn used in the
Ukranian coal mines was longer than 10 years, while the opera-
tion time of the thrusts coated with Zn was only 2—4 years.

Another important area of scientific research was investiga-
tion of electrolytic deposition of manganese alloys with metals
of iron subfamily of suitable composition for arc welding and
the properties of the obtained coatings. One of those works,
“Method for electrolytic deposition of manganese-nickel alloy”,
was patented in the United Kingdom, Germany and Italy,and the
copyright was granted in the former Soviet Union. Such alloys
are used as solders for welding of different bimetal steel articles.

In 1972, Prof. B. Stulpinas summarized the results of his own
and his students’ work in the doctoral dissertation “Electrolytic
deposition and investigation of selenium-containing galvanic
coating on manganese basis”. In this work, methods of electro-
lytic deposition of manganese and its alloys with metals of iron
subfamily were refined, resulting in the formation of good qua-
lity and high current efficiency galvanic coatings in a broad range
of current density. The chemical, electrochemical and physical
properties of these coatings were investigated. The coatings were
evaluated as anodic coatings in various corrosion media. At the
same time, complicated theoretical problems of a simultaneous
discharge of hydrogen and a rather active metal, such as manga-
nese, on the cathode during the electrolysis of aqueous solutions
were also being solved.

Balys Stulpinas managed to organize a team of diligent peda-
gogues who were truly interested in electrochemistry. Since the
team was active and their works were novel, they did not lack the

attention of big industrial enterprises and organizations of the
former Soviet Union.

They had long-term contracts with coal mining enterprises,
scientific institutes of arc welding and other organizations deal-
ing with the protection of metals against corrosion.

In 1972, Prof. B. Stulpinas was granted the doctor’s degree
in technical sciences (today habilitated doctor’s degree), but not
in chemistry sciences as he had requested in his application. In
part this was due to a strong technological tendency in his work
of scientific research.

In 1968, together with other scientists of the KPI, Prof.
B. Stulpinas was awarded the State Prize of the Republic of
Lithuania for chemical and electrochemical investigations
of sulphur, selenium and manganese. In 1976 he was granted
the name of Honoured Man of Sciences and Technique of the
Republic of Lithuania.

Prof. B. Stulpinas published 118 scientific publications, in-
cluding three Russian certificates of patented investigations
and three patents in England, Germany and Italy. He supervised
seven doctoral dissertations.

Prof. B. Stulpinas and his group could not explore their
scientific potential completely because much energy and time
had to be devoted to teaching KPI students, though he achieved
much in this area as well. Together with some co-authors he
published textbooks “General Chemistry” and “Laboratory
Works of General Chemistry”, several methodical publications
and guidelines for students. In 1974 B. Stulpinas became a pro-
fessor. Despite his busy schedule, he used to contribute to organ-
izing the research projects for students at the department and
the then Chemistry Contests for secondary school pupils.
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Prof. B. Stulpinas was a very tolerant person who appreciated
work and respected his colleagues. Many people at the department
will always remember with gratitude their family pictures made
by Professor. The longer the gap of time between the present and
the past days when we used to work together, the more significant
and impressive the personality of Professor seems to be.

sy -

Prof. A. Sultius

Profesoriy Balj STULPINA
(1916 05 01 - 1999 01 22) prisimenant

Siais metais Kauno politechnikos instituto ir Kauno technologijos
universiteto profesoriui technikos moksly habilituotam dakta-
rui Baliui Stulpinui bty sukake 91 metai. 1942 m. baiges Kauno
universiteta kurj laikg mokytojavo Plungés gimnazijoje, 1945-
1992 m. dirbo Kauno universitete, Kauno politechnikos institute
(KPI) ir Kauno technologijos universitete su chemija susijusj pe-
dagoginj ir mokslinj darba: 1945-1949 m. — Kauno universiteto
Fizikinés chemijos katedros vyr. déstytojas, 1950 m. — docentas,
1951-1963 m. — Kauno politechnikos instituto Neorganinés che-
mijos katedros docentas ir vedéjas, 1964-1982 m. — Bendrosios
chemijos katedros vedéjas, 1982-1992 m. - katedros profesorius.

B. Stulpinas buvo pirmasis mokslininkas, panaudojes nedi-
delius seleno junginiy priedo kiekius elektrolite mangano dangy
elektrolitiniam nusodinimui i§ vandeniniy tirpaly. Gautos dide-
lés srovinés iSeigos, geros kokybés galvaninés mangano dangos
Zymiai i$plété metaly apsaugai nuo korozijos naudojamy ano-
diniy dangy diapazona. Atlikti koroziniai bandymai parodé, kad
Ukrainos anglies $achtose naudojamy Mn dangomis dengty
plieniniy atramy eksploatacijos trukme ilgesné nei 10 mety, o
dengty Zn dangomis tik 2-4 metai.

Kita ne maziau reik§minga moksliniy darby tyrimo kryptis
buvo suvirinimui elektra reikiamos sudéties mangano su ge-
lezies poSeimés metalais lydiniy dangy elektrolitinio nusodi-
nimo ir gauty dangy savybiy tyrimai. Vienas $iy darby, batent
»>Mangano-nikelio lydinio elektrolitinio nusodinimo badas®,
buvo patentuotas Jungtinéje Karalystéje, Vokietijoje, Italijoje,
suteiktos autorinés teisés buvusioje Soviety Sajungoje. Tokie ly-
diniai kaip lydmetaliai naudojami sutvirtinti jvairiarasius bime-
talinius plieno dirbinius.

1972 m. B. Stulpinas apibendrino savo ir savo mokiniy ilgame-
¢io mokslinio darbo rezultatus habil. daktaro disertacijoje ,,Seleno
turinéiy galvaniniy mangano pagrindu dangy elektrolitinis nuso-
dinimas ir tyrimas®. Siame darbe parengti ir iStobulinti mangano
ir jo lydiniy su gelezies poSeimés metalais elektrolitinio nusodi-

nimo metodai, jgalinantys gauti geros kokybés didelés srovinés
iSeigos galvanines dangas plac¢iame elektros srovés tankiy inter-
vale, i$tirtos cheminés, elektrocheminés, fizikinés, taip pat jy kaip
anodiniy dangy jvairiose korozinése terpése, savybés. Kartu buvo
sprendziamos ir teorinés vienalaikio mangano ir vandenilio i$si-
skyrimo ant katodo problemos, labai sudétingos elektrolizés badu
i§ vandeniniy tirpaly i$skiriant aktyvy metalg mangana.

B. Stulpinui pavyko suburti darb$¢ia pedagogy, nuosirdziai
susidoméjusiy elektrochemijos mokslu, grupe. Dél pakankamo
naujumo ir aktualumo jo vadovaujamos grupés darbams ne-
triko ir buvusios Soviety Sgjungos stambiy gamykly bei orga-
nizacijy démesio. Buvo sudarytas ilgalaikes akiskaitinés sutartys
su akmens anglies gavybos jmonémis, moksliniais suvirinimo
elektra institutais ir kitomis organizacijomis, sprendzian¢iomis
metaly apsaugos nuo korozijos klausimus.

I8 dalies dél to, kad prof. B. Stulpino moksliniuose darbuose buvo
rys$ki technologiné kryptis, jam uz habilitacinj darba 1972 m. buvo
suteiktas technikos moksly daktaro (dabar habil. daktaro) laipsnis, 0
ne chemijos moksly, kaip buvo nurodyta disertacijos paraiskoje.

1968 m. kartu su kitais KPI mokslininkais uZ sieros, seleno,
mangano chemijos ir elektrochemijos tyrimus B. Stulpinas ap-
dovanotas Lietuvos Respublikos valstybine premija, 1976 m.jam
suteiktas Lietuvos Respublikos nusipelniusio mokslo ir techni-
kos veikéjo vardas.

Prof. B. Stulpinas paskelbé 118 moksliniy publikacijy, i§
kuriy 3 yra Rusijos i$radimy autoriniai liudijimai ir 3 patentai
Anglijoje, Vokietijoje bei Italijoje. Vadovavo 7 doktoranty moks-
liniams darbams.

Tiek prof. B. Stulpinas, tiek jo vadovaujamas kolektyvas nega-
1éjo visiskai panaudoti savo moksliniy galimybiy, nes daug ener-
gijos ir kruop$tumo tekdavo skirti pedagoginiam darbui — déstyti
KPI kity specialybiy studentams chemijos kursa. Sioje srityje taip
pat nemazai nuveikta. Su bendraautoriais parengtas ir i8leistas va-
dovélis ,,Bendroji chemija® ,,Bendrosios chemijos laboratoriniai
darbai‘ keliolika metodiniy priemoniy bei nurodymy studentams
lietuviy kalba. 1974 m. B. Stulpinui suteiktas profesoriaus vardas.
Nepaisant uzimtumo, profesorius mielai prisidédavo organizuo-
jant studenty mokslinj darbg katedroje, tuometiniy viduriniy mo-
kykly moksleiviy chemijos olimpiadas.

Prof. B. Stulpinas buvo labai tolerantiskas zmogus, verti-
nantis darba ir gerbiantis bendradarbius. Ne vienas katedros
darbuotojas su dékingumu prisimins Profesoriaus padarytas
ju Seimos nuotraukas. Kuo didesnis laikas mus skiria nuo ben-
dro darbo dieny, tuo reik$mingesné ir jspadingesné atrodo
Profesoriaus asmenybé.

Doc. O. Petroseviciiite,
Prof. A. Sulius



