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In memoriam

Outstanding researcher of the Pamir Paleozoic
Vytautas Leleshus (25 March 1930 - 18 August 2007)

Vytautas Leleshus was born in Kaunas, Lithuania. He
graduated from the State University of Vilnius in 1954. In
1955 he arrived in Tajikistan and started working in the
Tajik Geological Board. He started studying Tabulata and
in 1961 defended his Ph. D. thesis “Silurian Tabulata of the
Zeravshan-Gissar mountain area”. In 1962 he was appoint-
ed to the Institute of Geology of the Academy of Sciences of
Tajikistan where he worked for the rest of his life. V. Lele-
shus defended his Doctor of Science degree (now Dr. Habil.)
thesis “Tabulata of the Paleozoic of Tajikistan” in 1973 in
Novosibirsk.

Dr. V. Leleshus published over 150 scientific papers, some
of them in English. The main results of his most recent in-
vestigations are briefly presented below. Dr. V. Leleshus stud-
ied the Palaeozoic corals of Tien-Shan and the Pamirs. He
investigated tens of thousands of specimens of Palaeozoic
(Ordovician to Permian) tabulate corals, classified them into
about 200 species, 80 genera and 20 families. Among these,
about 30 genera and 50 species of corals were established by
V. Leleshus as new to science. They include such interesting
genera as Rudakites, Daljanolites, Hemithecia, Fossoporella,
Ducdonia, Innaepora and Avicenia.

V. Leleshus presented important observations on mor-
phology, phylogeny, palaeoecology, palacogeography, evolu-
tion and systematics. For example, he established the alterna-
tion of the epochs of flourishment and decline in the history
of Tabulata. A great change in the taxonomic composition of
these corals happened at the time of crises after which started
new epochs of their divergence and flourishment. Dr. V. Le-
leshus tried to link these fluctuations to the rotation of the
Solar System round the centre of our Galaxy. On the basis of
geographic variability patterns of Tabulata, V. L. Leleshus es-
tablished the position of the equator in the Late Ordovician,
Silurian and in the Early Devonian.

Dr. V. Leleshus formulated the mathematic formulas de-
scribing the tempo of evolution of Tabulata and Heliolitida,
the extent of their taxonomic diversity and the degree of
variability of their features. His formulas were presented in
the revised “Treatise of invertebrate paleontology, Pt F, Coe-
lenterata”. Moreover, he was extensively cited in this “bible of
palaeontology’, in recognition of his achievements. He char-
acterized the biostratigraphy and evolution of the organic
world of the Phanerozoic of Middle Asia, with five maxima
of biodiversity, easily correlatable with those of the other re-
gions of the Earth.

Dr. V. Leleshus proved the presence of Llandoverian depos-
its in the Zeravshan—Gissar tectonic zone formerly considered
as Wenlockian-Ludlovian in age. He was the first to divide bi-
ostratigraphically the Lower Silurian deposits of Mt Daurich.
Subsequently, this section was explored in detail by other
geologists who collected and studied the Rugosa, Crinoidea,
Brachiopoda and Stromatoporoidea. As a result, this profile
became the local reference section of the Lower Silurian of
the Zeravshan—-Gissar mountain area of Central Tajikistan.

Dr. V. Leleshus, together with others, proved the presence
of Silurian and Devonian deposits in Southern Gissar. These
deposits had been previously considered as Upper Palaeo-
zoic. He, together with other geologists, also established the
presence of Lower Silurian deposits in the Northern Pamirs
(Basin of Obikhingou River).

Dr. V. Leleshus took part in numerous symposia (Novosi-
birsk, 1963, 1971; Tallinn, 1967; Moscow, 1969, 1973; Tbilisi,
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1978; Dushanbe, 1983; Vladivostok, 1987). His materials were
presented at international symposia (Warszawa, 1979; Madrid,
1995). He took an active part in collaboration with foreign
scientists. In the years 2000 and 2002, he visited the German
universities of Miinster-in-Westfalen, Berlin and Miinchen
where he established scientific contacts, especially with
Dr. Kl. Oekentorp, Dr. D. Weyer and Dr. St. Schréder. He also

prepared and organized an international scientific expedition
to the Shishkat section (Turkestan-Alai mountain area).

Dr.V. L. Leleshus made a valuable contribution to science.
He was a kind, witty and very respected man. He died sud-
denly on 18 August 2007.

Prof. Dr. Habil. Algimantas GRIGELIS
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ZYMUS PAMYRO PALEOZOJAUS TYRINETOJAS VYTAUTAS LELESIUS

(1930 03 25 - 2007 08 18)

Vytautas Lelesius gimé Kaune. 1954 m. baiges Vilniaus uni-
versiteta jgijo geologo specialybe. 1955 m. i$vykes dirbti j
Tadzikistana, Geologijos tarnyba, émési paleontologo dar-
bo - tyré paleozojaus koralus. 1961 m. apgyné moksly kan-
didato disertacija ,Zerav$ano-Gisaro kalny masyvo silaro
Tabulata®. 1962 m. pradéjo dirbti Tadzikistano moksly aka-
demijos Geologijos institute ir dirbo jame iki gyvenimo pa-
baigos. 1973 m. V. Lelesius apgyné moksly daktaro disertacija
»Tadzikistano paleozojaus Tabulata®.

V. Lelesius paskelbé per 150 moksliniy darby. Jis tyré
ir apibidino desimtis tikstan¢iy Tian-Sanio ir Pamyro pa-
leozojaus (nuo ordoviko iki permo) koraly egzemplioriy,
priskirdamas juos 200 rasiy, 80 genciy ir 20 Seimy. Apie 30

naujy tabuliaty koraly genciy (Rudakites, Daljanolites, He-
mithecia, Fossoporella, Ducdonia, Innaepora, Avicenia ir kt.)
bei 50 rasiy buvo aprasytos pirma karta. V. Lele$ius nustaté
paleozojaus tabuliaty koraly klestéjimo, divergencijos ir su-
nykimo epochas, susiedamas jas su Saulés sistemos rotacija
apie Galaktikos centrg. Mokslininko paleozojaus koraly ty-
rimo duomenys buvo panaudoti veikale ,, Treatise of inverte-
brate paleontology, Pt F, Coelenterata®

V. Lelesius apibendrino Vidurinés Azijos fanerozojaus
biostratigrafija ir organinio pasaulio evoliucija, i$skirdamas
penkis paleobioty jvairovés maksimumus, kurie koreliuojasi
su kity regiony Zemés raidos etapais. Daugelis jo darby para-
$yti rusy kalba. Nuo 2000 m. bendradarbiavo su Miunsterio,
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Berlyno ir Miuncheno universitety fosiliniy koraly tyriné-
tojais, paskelbé darby su bendraautoriais — Kl. Oekentorpu,
D. Weyeriu, St. Schrdderiu. Dalyvavo daugelyje simpoziumy
ir tarptautiniy konferencijy (Novosibirske 1963, 1971 m.; Ta-
line 1967 m.; Maskvoje 1969, 1973 m.; Thilisyje 1978 m.; Du-
$anbéje 1983 m.; Vladivostoke 1987 m.; Var$uvoje 1979 m.;
Madride 1995 m.).

Keletg darby V. Lelesius paskelbé Lietuvos spaudoje ar su
Lietuvos autoriais:

Leleshus V. L. 2000. Why did lake Aral begin disappea-
ring? Geologijos akiraciai. 3-4.39-41.

Leleshus V. L. 2001. Eight biodiversity maxima of In-
vertebrates in the Phanerozoic of Middle Asia. Geologija. 33.
50-55.

Leleshus V. L., Mark-Kurik E., Karatajute-Talimaa V. 2005.
Devonian fishes from Tajikistan. Ichthyolith Issues, Special
Publication. 9.23-26.

Talentingas paleontologas, originalus mastytojas, jZy-
mus Tian-Sanio ir Pamyro paleozojaus geologijos tyrinétojas
V. Lelesius jnesé svary indélj j geologijos mokslg. Miré staiga
2007 m. rugpjacio 18 d.

Prof. habil. dr. Algimantas GRIGELIS

BBIJTAIOIINICA UCCIIETOBATE/Db ITAJIEO3051 TAMUPA BUTAYTAC JIEJIEIIYC

(2503 1930-18 08 2007)

Burayrac Jlenemyc (anrn. Leleshus) popuncsa B Jlutse B
r. Kaynac. B 1954 r. 3akoH4mn BuIbHIOCCKMIT YHMBEpPCH-
TET, MOMY4NB CIIENNATBHOCTD reomora. B 1955 1. yexan
paborars B Ta/pKuKuCTaH, B YIpaBlieHUe IeOTOTHUH, Iie
Hava/l U3ydYarh I1ale030iickme Kopasabl. B 1961 r. samu-
TUB puccepranuio ,,Cunypuiickue TabynATbhl 3epaBIIaH-
[ccapckoro TopHOro MaccuBa®, MOMYYMI 3BaHME KaH[M-
JlaTa reojIoro-MMHEPAIOrNnIecKux Hayk. B 1962 1. mepemen
B VIHCTUTyT reomornn Axamemun Hayk TafpKMKMCTaHa, B
KOTOpOM mpopaboTan o KoHua xxu3uu. B 1973 r. Jlenemyc
3aIIUTUT ZOKTOPCKYIO FUCCEPTALNIO , [a0y/IATHI Tane0304
Tamkukucrana®

B. Jlenemyc omy6nukosan 6onee 150 Hay4HBIX paborT.
OH m3y4an kopasibl Haneo3osd (0T OpHOBMKA [0 IIEpMI)
Tanp-llana u Ilammpa, ompemenun [ecATKM THICAY 9K-
3eMIIApoB, npuuncnus ux K 200 Bupgam, 80 pomam u 20
cemeitctBam. Omucan okomo 30 HOBbIX pomoB (Rudakites,
Daljanolites, Hemithecia, Fossoporella, Ducdonia, Innaepora,
Avicenia, Darvasia, Sarbinia, Liauria, Gundarina u np.) n 50
HOBBIX BUI0B. OH BB STI0XY PACIBETA, AUBEPreHINN
U yIajka Ianeo30ickux TabyIATHbIX KOPaIIoB, KOTOPbIe
CBA3BIBAJI € MpoIieccoM poTanyuy COMHEYHOI CHCTeMBI BO-
Kpyr nenrpa lamaktuku. [laHHbIE MCCIENOBAHMII IAIeO-
301icKMX KopajioB B. Jlenemryca BKIIOYEHBI B (yHIaMeH-

TanpbHOe u3maHme ,Treatise of invertebrate paleontology,
Pt E Coelenterata®

B. Jlenemmryc 0606mun 6moctpaturpaduio 1 sBOIOLIIO
opraHmyeckoro mupa ¢aneposos CpenHeil A3uu, BbIENNB
IATh MAKCHMYMOB PasHOO00pasust maneo61oT, KOTOPBIE CO-
[IOCTABILIOTCS € 9TANAMM PA3BUTHS IPYTUX PETMOHOB 3eM-
nu. BonpiMHCTBO CBOMX paboT OH HAmMCan Ha PYCCKOM
aspike. B 1993 1. monmyunn rpanT doupa Ixopmka Coporra
Ha maneoHTonornmyeckne mccnegosanmsa. C 2000 1. ctan co-
TPYAHUYATD C MCCTIENIOBATEISIMIU KOPAJIIOB B YHUBEPCUTETAX
MioHcrepa, beprmaa, MioHXeHa, omy61ukoBan paboTsl ¢ co-
asropamu Kl. Oekentorp, D. Weyer, St. Schroder. YuactoBan
B paboTe MHOTYX CUMIIO3MYMOB ¥ MEX/IYHAPOJHbBIX KOH]e-
pentuit (HoBocubupck, 1963, 1971; Tanmnus, 1967; Mocksa,
1969, 1973; Tounucu, 1978; Hyuianbe, 1983; Bragnsoctox,
1987; Bapurasa, 1979; Manpup, 1995).

B. Jlenemryc 6T OYeHDb TaNaHTIMBBIM IIaIEOHTONOIOM,
OPUTVHA/IBHBIM MBICTUTE/IEM, BBIAIOIIMMCS MCCIefioBaTe-
nem reonoruu Taup-llana un ITammpa. CBouMM HayYHBIMM
Tpynamu B. Jlenenryc BHec BecoMblil BK/IaJ B HAyKY.

B. Jlemeryc CKOpOIOCTIDKHO CKOHYancs 18 aBrycra
2007 r.
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